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WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) issued           the following statement on the House decision not to consider extending           unemployment insurance:

           "Today, a vote to consider extending federal unemployment           benefits was held in the U.S. House of Representatives. Although I           voted to consider this important bill, unfortunately House Republicans           refused, and the vote failed 223-202.

           "Over the last four months, more than one million           Americans exhausted their state unemployment benefits - including           29,100 in Massachusetts - without getting any additional help           from the federal government. Without these benefits, many of these           workers risk losing their health insurance and even their homes.

           "This is only going to get worse. About 80,000 workers           a week nationwide will exhaust their benefits, and another 1.7 million           Americans are projected to lose their benefits over the next six months,           including 45,700 in Massachusetts.

           "Republicans continue to use their power to provide           tax breaks and special deals for corporate interests. But they refuse           to even consider extending unemployment benefits for the millions of           workers who are forced to provide for their families with no help at           all.

           "Three million jobs have been lost and long-term unemployment           has tripled since the beginning of the Bush Administration. Three workers           are available for every job, and no private sector jobs were created           last month. America is ready for a change. 

           "That's why I will continue to fight to extend unemployment benefits           for those who need them, keep good paying jobs here in America, and           protect overtime pay for eight million workers. And it is why I will           keep fighting for measures to create jobs, like passage of a federal           highway bill and tax breaks to keep manufacturing jobs here at home." 

           # # #
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